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THE 


NEW ENGLAND 


HOLOCAUST 


MEMORIAL 


Holocaust memorials become focal points around which members of a community 
not only learn to share in past memory, but also come together in their understanding of 
the present while bearing witness to the past. 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 


We are building a memorial to the Shoah — the Holocaust — in which the Nazi Third Reich systematically exterminated six million Jewish 
men, women, and children. The Nazis intended the destruction of Jewish life to be total and permanent. Jews were to have been removed 
from history and memory. In this reflective space, we will create a marker for the six million — a place to grieve for the victims and the loss 


of their culture to history. 


The Nazis and their collaborators victimized many other groups, murdering countless souls, each of equal worth and importance. Still others, 
including survivors, those who aided them, and those who liberated them, were caught up in this great tragedy and forced to carry the burden 
of that memory throughout their lives. In seeking a universal understanding of the Shoah, we acknowledge each unique experience of it, as 


well as the horror of the collective history. 


To remember this suffering is to recognize the danger and evil that are present whenever one group persecutes another. The Holocaust was 
the ultimate act of prejudice — in this case antisemitism. Wherever prejudice, discrimination and victimization are tolerated, evil like the Shoah 


can happen again. 


The memory of the Shoah is the legacy and responsibility of all humanity. It is fitting that this memorial be placed in Boston, near the Freedom 
Trail, surrounded by important symbols of American history and human rights. Our objectives in building this memorial are to witness history 


and reaffirm the basic rights of all people. 


The New England Holocaust Memorial Committee was organized to foster memory by building a monument to the Holocaust (Shoah) 
at a prominent downtown Boston site in Union Street Park, off Congress Street. The park is on Boston’s Historic Freedom Trail near Faneuil 


Hall and the Quincy Market. Nearly 16 million visitors pass the site each year. 


The effort was begun by a group of survivors of Nazi concentration camps who had immigrated to America and are now living in the Boston 
area. Keenly aware that they held the last link of memory with events of the Holocaust, they felt a growing sense of urgency as they saw their 
generation aging. These Holocaust survivors had become New Englanders as well, and their experiences had become part of New England’s 


heritage. They came together around the desire to leave behind a memorial for the future generations, and inspired others to join them. 


The Design concept consists of six towers of glass set over black granite-lined pits. The towers are lit at bottom and top. At the bottom of 
the pits is electrically heated lava rock. Etched in the glass are numbers representing the six million Jews murdered in the Holocaust. In the 
granite base of the towers, the names of the six primary Nazi death camps are carved. The designers see it as “six striking glass towers, lit day 


and night as if by gas lights..for the six death camps, the six million Jews, the candles of the menorah..a city of ice in remembrance of the Shoah." 


The jury commented: “We strongly favored this approach to the complex issues of memorialization, and to the site and the urban context. 
We found in it a sense of exaltation which sets it apart. At the same time, it projects a somber and dignified power. The design employs symbolism 
which is appropriate and evocative and which creates powerful associations with Jewish culture. Its strong forms and dramatic use of light 
also give ita universal dimension. The forceful forms of the memorial and their transparent, illusive presence in daylight and at night will create 
a memorable image without displacing the historic context.The memorial’s mysterious glow at night will illuminate and create a strong new 


presence in that part of the city, while walking through the lighted forms promises to be a remarkable experience.” 
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Goals. The New England Holocaust Memorial Committee has set a budget of $1 million for realization of the memorial design, to be raised 
through private contributions and foundation grants. The competition, mounted in the fall of 1990, culminated with the selection of the design 
concept in June, 1991. The design will be finalized and construction plans developed through 1991. Groundbreaking for construction of the 


memorial will be held in the spring of 1992. 


Design selection. The Design Management Committee has overseen the design selection process, starting with the public debate concerning 
the focus of the message that the memorial will convey, through a period of consensus building and a process of collective memorialization. 


These discussions culminated in the idea of an open design competition as the means to inspire a profound memorial. 


The Design Management Committee developed our “statement of purpose” to guide the competitors and jury in the design selection process. 
They structured the design competition and selected an exceptional Competition Jury. The Committee continues to oversee the design 


development process, with particular sensitivity to complex Holocaust issues and_ historical accuracy. 


The international competition, an open, two - staged process, sought to stimulate fresh thinking about public memorials and to invite 
ideas from diverse fields. Nearly 1000 individuals and teams registered, with 520 submitting proposals. They offered an extraordinary diversity 
of professional and geographic perspectives, from all parts of the United States and six foreign countries. From this pool of submissions, seven 
finalists were selected, brought to Boston to study the site, review the jury’s comments, meet with community representatives, then asked to 


refine their plans and prepare detailed models. 


The winning design team was led by Stanley Saitowitz, of Stanley Saitowitz Office, San Francisco, California, with Ulysses Lim and Thomas 
Gardner. Mr. Saitowitz has designed many distinguished projects including the California Museum of Photography and a ceremonial Sukkah 
at the Jewish Community Museum in San Francisco. Currently touring the United States is an exhibition of his work, “Geological Architecture,” 


which was organized by the Walker Art Center. Mr. Saitowitz isan Associate Professor of Architecture at the University of California at Berkeley. 


The finalists were: Nancy J. Locke and Jan Longwell, Ithaca, New York, Chung Nguyen and Chuong Nguyen of MC Architects, Stafford, Texas; 
Cissy Schmidt and Matthew Pickner, Brooklyn, New York; Robert J. Stein and Jerry Wedge of Stein + Associates, Architects, Boston, 
Massachusetts; Hali Jane Weiss of Richard Gluckman, Architects, New York, New York; and Troy West, Anker West and Ginidir Marshall of 
Troy West Associates, Wakefield, Rhode Island. 


The competition jury included eminent experts from a variety of disciplines and perspectives. The jury included: Marshall Berman, cultural 
historian; Rosemarie Bletter, architectural critic and historian; Henry Friedlander, historian and Holocaust survivor ; Frank Gehry, architect; 


Katy Kline,art historian and curator; Michael Van Valkenburgh, landscape architect; and Elyn Zimmerman , sculptor and environmental artist. 


Community programs. The committee’s experiences in developing a design selection process demonstrated the importance of encouraging 
a continuing dialogue about remembrance and memorialization. The Community Programs Committee sponsors a series of initiatives which 
focus public attention on the memory of the Shoah and help prepare the larger community to accept and understand the memorial that we 
will design and construct. These programs have included public forums on memorials and memory. Community participation in the the 
development of a successful design was fostered through a touring exhibition and newspaper questionnaire. A program of children’s 
participation in Holocaust commemoration is being developed in partnership with other community institutions. The full range of community 
debate and reflection will be incorporated in the “Cornerstone Project”. Finally, the project will be featured in a full scale exhibition and catalogue 


which will document all aspects of the project 


The quality and commitment of the membership, the considered processes of community participation and design development, and the 
organization’s concern with leading a public dialogue on remembrance, may well make this project an international model of thoughtful 


communal memorialization. 
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